orthodontic materials are then discussed, followed on surprisingly by grinding, polishing and finishing restorations, a chapter more suitably placed after the direct restorative materials. This is succeeded by a rather brief consideration of adverse reactions, which disappointedly has little reference to clinical manifestations. The book is finally concluded with informative chapters on the structures and properties of the dental hard tissues and bone, which I feel may have been a more sensible introduction to the compendium.
Overall I believe this is an ideal revision tool for the undergraduate dental student providing a foundation of information to the vast subject of dental materials. At Moving into retirement can be difficult especially if accompanied by some of the disadvantages of ageing. Reading this book, and learning from those who have passed this milestone, is one way to prepare for the emotional and physical changes that occur. Some of the contributions bring a tear to the eye, others bring a smile. All were interesting and many were educational. They are written from the heart in a variety of styles. Each one has a story to tell with some being easier to read than others.
Dame Joan Bakewell has written a very complimentary foreword in which she writes, 'it always lifts my heart to hear of older people taking the initiative and passing on their experience to others. This book does that and deserves the success I am sure it will get'.
I agree with her. This is a charming book that will be of particular interest to those who are approaching retirement or those who have already retired. It is, perhaps, rather like those large boxes of expensive assorted chocolates. Right for dipping into from time to time; each confection to be tasted and savoured. Some may be a little bitter, others much sweeter, but all have a different texture and flavour. However, this flawed comparison collapses when one realises that this book can be read and re-read by anyone who sees it lying on the coffee This is a beautifully written and illustrated hardback from Oxford University Press. The title does not do justice to describing the extensive content detailed in this 312 page text. Numerous international authors have collated information from their various specialities to provide 30 comprehensive chapters. These include: common oral conditions, orofacial pain, halitosis, osteoradionecrosis, trismus, salivary gland dysfunction, oral mucositis, complications of chemotherapy and much more. Each subject is not only related to the oral cancer patient, but differential diagnoses are also discussed. In addition there are chapters addressing the needs of specific groups of patient, for example paediatric patients and those patients with advanced cancer. The health economic impact of oral complications is also detailed. The chapters included are well structured and easy to read. Information is, wherever possible, evidence-based, and associated reference material is also included. A consistent layout is used throughout the book including an introduction, definitions, epidemiology, the aetiology, clinical features, investigations and relevant references as appropriate. The tables provided throughout the book display information concisely and are ideal for quick reference. The authors also use clinical photographs to describe procedures, demonstrate normal anatomy and exhibit pathology. Images of radiographic findings are also included where appropriate and other illustrations help to improve understanding and hold the reader's interest.
This unique book is aimed to provide a reference aid for 'all healthcare professionals involved in the care of patients with cancer'. As one of the only texts devoted to oral conditions affecting the cancer patient, it is likely to become an essential read for the large multidisciplinary team involved in the management of the cancer patient. I believe due to the wide range of information detailed in this book it will appeal to both junior and senior staff, and feel it is an excellent text for undergraduate students. With reference to students in particular, the chapters detailing normal anatomy, common oral conditions and the tables provided, for example 'complications of salivary gland dysfunction' and 'causes of halitosis', would act as useful and concise revision aids.
In summary this is an interesting and well presented text which includes something to appeal to all members of our profession.
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